
Pastor Heller’s Corner 
 

“Holy Father, protect them by the power of Your 
name—the name You gave Me—so that they 
may be one as We are one. … I have given them 
Your Word and the world has hated them, for 
they are not of the world any more than I am of 
the world.” John 17:11, 14 
 

Throughout His prayer, our Lord talks to the Father for you, for me, and for 
all His disciples. In other words, Jesus Christ, sitting at the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty, speaking with the Father on our behalf.   
 
We ask, “What’s He saying?” I am sure He is saying many things on our be-
half, but there’s one thing that He is not saying - “Father, forgive them.” 
Why? The answer is that He doesn’t have to, because you and I and all be-
lievers have been forgiven.  
 

Jesus accomplished forgiveness for us on Good Friday and proved it on 
Easter Sunday. He no longer carries out any atoning work for us now—It is 
finished! Now, He intercedes for us. 
 
The above text offers a sampling of what Jesus says to the Father on our 
behalf. “Holy Father, protect them by the power of Your name …I have given 
them Your Word.”  
 
His Word in the Bible: hear it, read it, pray over it, dig into it, study it. This 
keeps us in His name. The Holy Spirit operates in and through His Word, 
convicting us of sin and convincing us of salvation. His Word strengthens us 
as Christians. 
 

Our Lord has given us His Word, and now He intercedes for us that we re-
main in it.  
 

May our Lenten contrition and Easter joy be bound up in His Word and Sac-
raments! 
 

Blessings 
Pastor Heller 
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 April 2nd—Lenten Mid-

Week Services 

 April 4th—Trike-a-

Thon 

 April 5th—Workday 

 April 6th—Garms Fam-

ily Singing 

 April 9th—Lenten Mid-

Week Services 

 April 13th—Easter Egg 

Hunt 

 April 17th—Maundy 

Thursday Service 

 April 18th—Good Fri-

day Service 

 April 20th—Easter Sun-

day—Potluck following 

service 

 April 27th—Voters’ 

Meeting following ser-

vice 
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A WORD FROM PASTOR REINKING 
 

The plans and laying of groundwork for the Commerce Mission continue.  God is opening some great 

opportunities for us to reach out to the Commerce community.  Very soon, I should have some exciting 

developments to report to the congregation. 

 

As we approach the celebration of the Resurrection of Our Lord, we reflect on and rejoice in the great 

love that God has for us.  In thinking about this, what if your significant other had sent you dozens of 

love letters?  Would you eagerly read them and thank them for them?  Or would you tell your loved 

one, “I am sure that they are nice, but I will read them when I get around to them.”  Probably not!   

 

God has written 66 love letters to us, His Church, which the Bible calls the “bride of Christ”.  They are 

the 66 books that together make up the Bible.  As those who love the Lord and are loved by Him we 

should read and study these letters often.  Yes, we hear portions of them when we attend church.  But 

we do not have to wait until the Sunday Service to read and hear them.  If it has been a while, dust off 

your Bible and read what God has to say to us.  He teaches us many profound things, comforts us in our 

times of distress, and gives us the message of the Gospel in His World.  We are also called to share that 

message with others. 

 

Personal Bible reading for devotions and study are very important.  Portals of Prayer and other devo-

tional resources give us Bible passages to read and a message based on the Word.   It is also important 
to gather together as God’s people to learn from the Scriptures.  We can gain great insight from those 

that have prepared a Bible lesson and from the others in the study as they share their experiences and 

insights.  Trinity offers a Sunday School program for children of all ages.  And Bible Study is not only im-

portant for children, but for adults as well.  Trinity offers several small group studies that you can be a 

part of; there is a Tuesday Bible study that meets at noon at Trinity;  finally, on Sunday morning two 

classes are currently being offered.  There is a ladies Bible study that meets during the Sunday School 

hour.  Pastor Heller also holds a class that is open to all adults that is studying various theological ques-

tions that many people have.  I look forward to the times when I gather to study God’s love letters to us 

with His people.  It is my prayer that you will take advantage of these opportunities to dive into God’s 

Word corporately as well as in your own private devotions. 

 



ELDERBERRIES 

APRIL EVENT: 
Our April Elder-
berries lunch is 
being planned 
by Cliff, Jeanie, 
Louise and Dot 

and will be on April 8
th

 at 11:30 
Dominick’s at 1430 Capital Ave in the 
Market Center, Watkinsville, 
GA.  Please sign the sheet in the 
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April Birthdays 

04/02 Kathie Wickwire 

04/02 Vic Meinert 

04/04 Hannah Malueg 

04/06 Suzanne Butt 

04/08 Brody Kubiak 

04/10 Dorothy Balgemann 

04/13 Luke Golub 

04/13 John Semley 

04/14 Tom Ayer 

04/15 Devin Johnson 

04/15 Ernie Sundstrom 

04/18 Holden Newbury 

04/19 Sara Hoppe 

04/19 David Reinking 

04/20 Colette Postlmayr 

04/21 Kayla Yarbrough 

04/21 Kristie Wickwire 

04/21 Barbara Rakosnik 

04/22 Adoline Hollis 

04/22 Kelly Scott 

04/23 James Reinking 

04/23 Melissa Fowler 

04/24 Holly Ashley 

04/26 Lily Thielen 

04/26 Shane McAlister 

04/26 Connor McAlister 

04/28 Jeanine Meeler 

04/29 Megan Yarbrough 

04/29 Madalyn Jackson 

 

 

 

April Anniversaries 
 

04/17 Michael & Tracy Rupkey 

04/18 Tom &  Joan Walker 

04/30 John & Mary Ann Semley IHNA SPRING FUNDRAISER 
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens is a non-profit organization that 
takes in homeless families and offers support and assistance to help 
the families get back on their feet.  This is the only organization in Ath-
ens that accepts families with the goal of keeping the family together.  
The Board of Christian Service and Jo-Ann Thorne will be hosting a 
Coffee Fellowship on Sunday, May 4 after the worship service to bene-
fit Interfaith Hospitality Network of Athens (IHNA).  There will be a short 
presentation by Kendall Weinberg, Assistant Director at Interfaith Hos-
pitality Network of Athens at the end of our worship service.  There will 
be a basket on the fellowship table to collect a free will offering.   In 
addition to donating money IHNA could use the following items:  um-
brellas, rain gear (rain jackets, rain boots), toilet paper, paper towels, 
Clorox/Lysol bathroom wipes (for cleaning surfaces), 
laundry detergent/bleach/fabric softener, diapers baby 
wipes, hand soap, hand sanitizer, lunch boxes/
backpacks(for adults) and ice pack for lunch boxes.  
We will be collecting these items through the month of 
April.  There is a chest next to the LWML table where 
the items can be placed. If you have any questions, 
please contact Jo-Ann Thorne 706-202-2740. 
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 MILITARY ADDRESSES 
 

Scott R. Coulter 

130 Tuckahoe Trace 

Yourktown, Va. 23693 

  

Ian & Sarah Ensley 

17215 Meadowlark Lane 

Wamego, KS 66547 

 

Sr Airman Brent Kickbush 

PSC3 Box 2121 

APO AE 09021 

 

Tom Lalicki 

31 Farmington Ave 

New London, CT 06320 

 

Join us for Sunday 

School  opening  

each week at 8:45 

a.m. in the            

Gathering Room 

followed by classes 

for all ages 
Kids Cross Craft 

Club meets the 

second Sunday of 

each month fol-

lowing the ser-

vice. Lunch and 

craft time is en-

joyed by all who 

attend. The Club 

is open to grades 

K through 5. 

Trinity is always in need 

of volunteers. There are 

many ways you can 

serve, such as; ushering, 

altar guild, reading, aco-

lyting, serving coffee fel-

lowship after a service, sponsoring the al-

tar flowers for the week, helping with 

week ly  g r ound s 

maintenance, etc. 

Please sign-up in the 

Gathering Room. 

Thank you for your 

servants heart. 

GOD'S DESIRE IS FOR JOYFUL MARRIAGES. Enrich 

your relationship by applying at GodLovesMarriage.org to attend 

the June 20 - 22, 2014 Weekend in Raleigh/Durham, NC. For 

more information, contact Ed & Judy Raney at jermarriageencoun-

ter@gmail.com or 843-707-7085. Pre-registration is required on 

or before May 20. After that date, contact Ed & Judy for availabil-

ity. It's a Weekend you won't forget! 

mailto:jermarriageencounter@gmail.com
mailto:jermarriageencounter@gmail.com
tel:843-707-7085


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Voters’ Meeting will be held 

on Sunday, April 27th  

following the service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APRIL 5TH 

New Care Notes have arrived! 

Check out the support pamphlets 

which give prayers and support for 

using grief; prayers and comfort 

through illness; Alzheimer’s helps; 

living alone; when prayers are un-

answered— these and more can be 

found in the gathering room in the 

tract rack on the wall by the cloak 

room. Please take and use these 

valuable pamphlets. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

April 13th during the Sunday 

school hour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Board of Christian Education is now accepting 

candy and small toy donations for the annual Easter 

Egg Hunt. Please turn donations in to the church 
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Trinity's YarnWorks Ministry will meet on Tuesday, April 8, 2 pm at church. All Trinity members 

are invited to our meetings. Friends and neighbors are welcome, too! YarnWorks members work 

at home on projects and meet every other month to prepare finished items for donation and to 

learn new techniques.  In 2013 we distributed over 300 handmade items to congregational mem-

bers, to local charities such as Prevent Child Abuse Athens, and to national charities such as home-

less shelters and children's hospitals. 

Even if you can't attend our meetings, we are grateful for items you make at home and for yarn donations. For more infor-

mation about the types of things we use for donations, see the YarnWorks flyer in the Gathering Room, or talk to Ruthann 

Rodekohr or Judy Russell 706-543-2225 or jrussell2@charter.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On December 17, 2013, Pastor David Heller and Trinity YarnWorks members Ruthann Rodekohr, Joan Walters, and Judy 

Russell delivered about 125 handmade items to Denney Towers in downtown Athens. The items were distributed as Christ-

mas presents for the Senior Citizen residents there.   
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The Garms Family is from Minnesota and will join us at Trinity Lutheran Church, 

2535 Jefferson Road, Athens, GA on April 6th as they travel through Georgia 

sharing the love of Christ through Southern Gospel Music and Gospel Bluegrass. 

Please join us for this evening of worship. Concert is free. A freewill offering will 

be collected. A potluck supper will be held at 5:00pm and the singing will begin at 

6:00pm.  

Building a wheelchair ramp for a member in need! 
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Trinity Learning Center and Preschool 
HELP? 

Trinity Learning Center and Preschool has been the recipient of many helping hands and hearts from 
Trinity, and we THANK YOU!  We continue to need your support and there are many opportunities and 
perhaps you will find one that will agree with your talents or treasures.   

BE A TRINITY ANGEL – PRAYING FOR A STAFF MEMBER 

JOIN US FOR SCHOOL FUNCTIONS – CHRISTMAS PROGRAM, SPRING PROGRAM (5/9 @ 

10:30 AM), TRIKE-A-THON, LA PARILLA NIGHT (5/12), ACCREDITATION CELEBRA-

TION THIS FALL, LUTHERAN SCHOOLS SUNDAY, FALL FAMILY NIGHT 

VOLUNTEER – ANY TIME – READ A STORY TO A CLASS, HELP IN THE KITCHEN, HELP 

TEACHERS PREPARE FOR LESSONS AND ART, FIX ITEMS ON OUR MAINTENANCE LIST, 

HELP DURING BOOK FAIR OR PICTURE DAYS 

SUPPORT OUR SPRING AND FALL FUNDRAISERS 

DONATING ITEMS FOR OUR CLASSROOMS (SEE BELOW) 

Let me know if you have an idea that you don’t see listed.   

 

TRINITY ANGELS  

A Trinity Angel is a Trinity member that is given the name of one of our staff and asked to pray for them  
while they are employed by Trinity Learning  Center and Preschool.  If you are interested in being a Trini-
ty Angel, please contact Shannon Veeder at sveeder@trinity-athens.org 706-546-0670.  

 

PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER (SPRING FUNDRAISER) 

Thank you to all of our church, staff and school families who were able to participate in this fundraiser.  

Together we sold 236 Butter Braids and cookie dough and raised $1,314.00 to go toward our bike path!  

We also thank those who chose to donate, instead. 

HALF-DAY PRESCHOOL AND PRE-K REGISTRATION 

Please let your friends know that we have begun registration for the 2014-2015 school year in the half-
day preschool two and three year old classes.  Our half-day program is from 9am-12pm with an optional 
lunch bunch till 1pm.  Teacher to student ratio in the two year old class is 1:5 and 1:8 in the three year 
old classroom.  We offer 2, 3, and 5 day classes.    

We are also starting registration for next year’s full-day and half-day pre-k class.  If your child will be join-
ing us please let us know soon, so your child has a place in next year’s class.   

 

CROCS AND DRESS UP 

If your child has outgrown their crocks or the knock off version in toddler sizes we could surely use 

them.  They work really well for our kiddos that are potty training.  Ms. Jessica’s kiddos in room 2 want 

you to know that if you have any dress up your children have outgrown, they would certainly be glad to 

wear it some more.   

mailto:sveeder@trinity-athens.org


P A G E  1 0  



P A G E  1 1  

Adult Bell Choir 

Children’s Choir 

Lutheran School’s Sunday 



Spring Cleaning In Your Financial Closet 

Bring retirement assets under control by rolling over into an IRA 

 

Spring cleaning season is upon us. Garage? Check. Basement? Check. Finances?  

 

Do you have multiple retirement accounts?  Often times when people switch jobs, open separate accounts or have accounts left to 

them, they stay separate and dispersed among companies, institutions or owners. You can clean up these disparate accounts by 

rolling over your older or multiple retirement accounts into a single Individual Retirement Account (IRA) saving you time and pos-

sibly expense. 

 

Current rules permit nearly every qualified retirement plan to be either transferred, or rolled over, to another qualified retirement 

plan.  Note that there are exceptions and rules when combining these various plans so make sure you involve a financial profes-

sional in your decision making.  Common qualified retirement accounts that might be eligible for a rollover include: 401(k), 403(b) 

or 457(b) plans.  Should you meet a distribution event under these retirement plans, such as either leaving that employer to take 

another job or retiring, you can transfer or rollover your balance under that plan to either another employer sponsored quali fied 

plan or an IRA on an income tax advantaged basis. Thrivent Financial offers the following basics for what you need to know about 

rolling over into an IRA. 

 

An IRA is an individual account that provides you with income tax deferral to help you save for retirement.  There is what is  re-

ferred to as a traditional IRA which accepts before tax contributions and grows income tax deferred until distributions are taken 

and then taxed.  There is also a Roth IRA which accepts after income tax contributions which can grow income tax free if certain 

requirements are met. The growth of these two types of accounts isn’t guaranteed and there are inherent risks with any invest-

ment.   

 

An IRA rollover is the act of funding an IRA account with all assets being rolled over or transferred directly from an existing tax-

qualified retirement account, a pension plan, a profit sharing plan, 401(k) plan, 403(b) plan or another IRA, typically, without either 

tax penalty or income tax withholding, for continued tax-deferred growth.  Special rules apply to distributions to and from desig-

nated Roth 401(k), Roth 403(b), Roth 457(b) and Roth IRA accounts, as Roth accounts can only be rolled into a Roth IRA.  

 

An additional advantage of consolidating your retirement accounts into one IRA is that when it comes time for you to take a man-

datory distribution from your IRA (which typically happens at age 70 ½ for most taxpayers) you need only make one annual calcu-

lation and one annual distribution.  Multiple retirement plan accounts would necessitate multiple annual calculations and multiple 

annual distributions.   

 

Yet, another consideration to getting your retirement plans consolidated into one account is that it will make it easier for your 

loved ones to locate and handle your retirement account upon death. In taking this step you can help relieve some of the burden 

from them at a very difficult time. 

 

You can find more information at www.thrivent.com/IRA.  Talk to your financial representative about specific questions and con-

cerns. 

 

While cleaning out the back corners of your basement, you should consider cleaning out your financial back corners too.  

 

This article was prepared by Thrivent Financial for use by local area representatives Don Goldsmith, ChFC ®, FIC, Kelly Gold-

smith, CFP ®, CLTC, FIC or Jeff Henniger.  We can be reached 770-982-0420 or eastmetroteam@thrivent.com. 

 

About Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a faith-based, Fortune 500 financial services membership organization helping its nearly 2.5 mil-

lion members to be wise with money and to live generous lives. Thrivent Financial and its affiliates offer a broad range of f inancial 

products and services. As a not-for-profit organization, Thrivent Financial joins with its members to create and support national 

outreach programs and activities that help congregations, schools, charitable organizations and individuals in need. For more infor-

mation, visit Thrivent.com. Also, you can find us on Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Insurance products issued or offered by Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI.  Not all products are available in al l states.  

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 

55415, 800-847-4836, a FINRA and SIPC member and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent Financial 

representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc.  They are also licensed insurance agents/

producers of Thrivent Financial.  
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3 Ways to Use Social Media to Promote Your Church 
Seth Hinz 
 

Searching for Food 

A few weeks ago, I went online to find a place to take my family to eat. We knew we wanted seafood, and we wanted to 

try a new place. So I Googled: “Seafood Restaurants in Ann Arbor.” I zoomed into the map to approximately where we 

would visit and found three places that fit our criteria all within a block of each other. With three choices in front of me, 

can you guess how I decided? If you guessed “threw a dart at the screen,” you’re wrong. I went by reviews. One of the 

restaurants had a 4.4 out of 5 rating! The other two? There was a 4.0 and a 3.2. I can safely tell you, I will never visit the 3.2 

rated restaurant. There’s too much room for error in seafood to risk that. 

 

What Does That Have to Do With Churches? 

Let’s be honest, we are relatively enlightened, we read books, we even turn on classical radio once in a while; but we simp-

ly cannot fathom the infinite ways that the Spirit can work in people’s lives and drive them to seek out a Christian commu-

nity. This isn’t, however, an article about outreach; it’s an article about building a bridge to your LCMS congregation. 125 

million Americans are unchurched, meaning they haven’t had an interaction with a church within the last six months.1 

Again, the Spirit will work, and a percentage of these unchurched will seek out a local church. Let’s make sure our church 

community can be found. 

 

How You Can Promote Your Church 

#1 – Write a Review 

90% of people trust online recommendations from people they know. 70% trust opinions of unknown users. Only 14% 

trust traditional TV advertisements.2 Translate this to Googling for churches in your area. If an unchurched individual seeks 

out a local church on Google or Bing, what listings are going to stick out? Yep, the ones with the highest ratings – especially 

if there are 10 or more great reviews. The more positive feedback for your congregation online, the better a potential visi-

tor will feel about a potential visit.  

 

Action Step: Google your church, find it’s Google+ listing, and write a positive review. 

 

#2 LIKE and SHARE Your Church Online 

The number of churches adopting social media as a means to communicate is on the rise. Let’s ride the wave and start con-

necting with our churches online. 

 

Action Steps: 

• Step One: Be sure you’re following all the church’s presences on Facebook and Twitter. 

• Step Two: start sharing status updates, photos, and video posted by your church. 

Every “like” and every “share” helps get your church in front of more people because it will appear in your friends’ news-

feeds. The more interaction you have with your church, the stronger the online community will become. 

 

#3 Link to Your Church 

Do you have a business website or a personal/family blog? Please consider adding a link to your website that directs to your 

church’s website. This does two things: connects your community with your church community, and improves your 

church’s ranking in search engines. Linking to your church’s website tells search engines that your church website is trusted 

and is relevant. Google will reward your church with a higher search ranking. Encourage your friends to add links back to 

the church site too.  

 

Action Step: Place a link to your church’s website on your personal/business webpage. Encourage others to do the same. 

 

Our Hope & Goal 

Social media provides us with brand new ways to help connect people to our congregations. By implementing the three 

steps above, we’ll help our church communities stand out online as the beacons of light we know them to be offline. Ulti-

mately, and with the power of the Holy Spirit, these small steps now can lead a person to a pew where the Word of God 

may hit their ears for the first time. 

 
 
1http://leadnet.org/blog/post/more_than_100_million_unchurched_in_the_united_states 

2http://www.bazaarvoice.com/research-and-insight/social-commerce-statistics/ 
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Jeff Williams, cancer 

 
Raven Cooper, Rheumatoid Arthritis 
 
Charles McMachem, pancreatic cancer 
 
Eric Bunker, healing 

 
Michael and Saundra Hammons, healing 

 
Abby Wilson, lung cancer   

 
Myrtle LaHullier, healing 
 
Luanne Worley, brain tumor 

 
Mark Martini, liver cancer 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church & School 
 

 

2535 Jefferson Road 

Athens, GA 30607 

Our mission is to proclaim the gospel 

of Jesus boldly, to praise God fully, 

and to serve others joyfully. 

Statement of Purpose 

Trinity Lutheran Church exists to bring people to a 

saving faith in Jesus and into the fellowship of His 

family in order that they may mature in their  Chris-

tian walk as they are equipped for ministry within 

the church and a life of service to the world which 

glorifies God. 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

This Month Please Pray For 

706-546-1280 

www.trinity-athens.org 

Faith in Action is the monthly 

newsletter of Trinity Lutheran 

Church. All members are en-

couraged to submit articles, 

Board Chairpersons, please let 

us know what your boards or 

committees are doing. Turn all 

contributions for the news-

letter in to the Church Admin-

istrator no later than the 15th 

of each month.  Contributions 

may be submitted  by hard 

copy, email, fax or phone. 


